
Why Buy the Resurrection?, Acts9:1-23 
Why? Questions for Christians #8

✦Intro: Writer and novelist Leo Tolstoy has said that lying in the 

soul of every man is a question without an answer to which one 

cannot live. “What will come of what I am doing today or 

tomorrow?  What will come of my whole life?  Why should I live, 

why wish of anything, or do anything?”   So have you wondered 

that ever?  What, if anything about you, will matter after you’re 

dead? Oh and by the way, you will die.  Humans have a 100% 

mortality rate.  None of them keeps living.  So someday you will 

be gone and your place will remember you no more.  Gloria 

Vanderbilt died this week.  She’s in the news.  People are talking 

about her.  But next week she won’t be in the news. Next year it’s 

not likely anyone will think of her even if they are wearing her 

jeans. Certainly in 100 years it likely that no one will even know 

anyone who knew Gloria.  How many people from 1919 do we 

ever think about?  And I dare say that Gloria is more well-known 

than anyone in the room here.  So, what will you be doing this 

afternoon?  And what will come of it after you are dead?  

✦This is no small topic.  We’re asking about what life means!  

Now, if we die and that’s it, we are gone, done, over  –then 

Queen was right in Bohemian Rhapsody: nothing really matters. 

BUT… what if there is something after this life?  All of the 

Christian life and belief is built on the premise that there is a 

greater, better life that can be had after this one and that it can 

begin here.  And that hope as well as every other thing a real 
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Christian believes is based on one event: Jesus’ resurrection from 

the dead.  

✦You might say, “Well I like singing songs about love in 

church.  And I like Jesus teaching the Golden Rule.  And I’m 

all for somebody being kind and sharing their money with 

people who have less. But I don’t buy the resurrection from 

the dead thing.”  Well then you really shouldn’t buy any of it!  

If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead… if he doesn’t have the 

power of life in his hand… if he’s not alive right now and in 

charge of the cosmos –why worry about anything he said 

concerning kindness and sharing?  He’s dead after all. 

Nothing really matters in the end. Do what you want.   

✦But if he did rise from the dead, then you really have to 

accept EVERYTHING he ever said because of who he is.  

Everything about Christianity hinges on the resurrection. No 

resurrection; no Christians, no church, no moral truth. No 

doctrine. Nothing. 

✦“And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and 

so is your faith…And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

futile; you are still in your sins…If only for this life we have hope 

in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.” 1 Corinthians 

15:14,17,19, NIV. 

✦So before we go on lets be clear about what resurrection 

means. 
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✦1. What is the resurrection?  It is not reincarnation; it is not 

resuscitation.  Jesus was not a gazelle on his third life-cycle, nor 

was Jesus a “walking-dead” with rotting flesh that never heals.  

The resurrected Jesus was a new type of human life never seen 

before!  He could be seen and touched.  He could eat and drink.  

He could appear and disappear from a closed room. This 

resurrection of the man Jesus, according to the historical 

documents, is the event that birthed the Christian Church. Lets 

run through a sampling.  

✦Acts 1:22 “one of these must become a witness with us to 

his resurrection.”  Acts 2:31 “Foreseeing this, David spoke of 

the resurrection of the Messiah,”  Acts 4:2 “…they were 

teaching the people and proclaiming that in Jesus there is 

the resurrection of the dead.”  Acts 4:33 “With great power 

the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus.”  Acts 17:31 “he has fixed a day on which he will 

have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he 

has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 

raising him from the dead.”  Romans 1:4, “[He] was declared 

to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of 

holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 

Lord…” 

✦So I hope it’s clear what it is that stands behind all of the 

Christian faith. So why should we buy the story?  I’m glad you 

asked. 
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✦2. A real resurrection of Jesus best accounts for the 

transformation of his followers, and the formation of his 

church. 

✦Paul:  Here’s where our text comes in.  Mary, who loved 

Jesus, might work up the wish that he didn’t die, but Paul?  

He’s out arresting Christians and having them killed!  If he 

didn’t meet Jesus, how do you explain that he overnight 

became a follower, consequently planting churches, suffering 

tortures, and writing most of the New Testament?  His 

theology change 180 degrees and instantly.  

✦The Church:  if the very center of Christian teaching didn’t 

happen, how do you explain the overnight (not generations 

long, or centuries of time) formation of a faith centered on 

it?  What was it that made a band of scared disciples hiding 

in an upstairs room after their leader was killed, rush out 

into the streets and preach his resurrection from the dead?  

Jame who did not believe in his brother before, later became 

the leader of the Church in Jerusalem and was stoned to 

death by Ananias the High Priest.  Peter who denied Jesus 

three times publicly, becomes the spokes-person preaching 

salvation in his name.   Thomas who refused to believe the 

other disciples’ report would later die for affirming its truth. 

✦If you don’t accept the resurrection you have the burden of 

proof to explain one massive phenomena:  how did the Christian 

Church emerge and do so instantly! The Christian Church, which 
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within 400 years had completely taken over the Roman Empire, a 

1000 year long, pagan war machine, such that today the Church 

is pretty much synonymous with the name “Rome.!  The Christian 

Church which over the last 2000 years has dominated all of what 

we know today as Western Civilization.  The historical, 

extraordinary emergence of the Christian Church demands some 

explanation.  The New Testament documents all say it’s the 

resurrection of Jesus.  If not, then how do you explain it? 

✦3. Alternatives to the Resurrection story:  Lets go through 

the alternatives: 

✦A. Did Jesus resurrect or is he still buried? Its a matter of 

historical record that he was sentenced to death by the 

Jewish nation and executed by the Roman nation.  The Jews 

had a Roman guard set by the tomb to make sure his own 

prophecy that he’d resurrect couldn’t even look like it 

happened.  It was in both nations’ best interest to prove he 

was dead, because that would squelch the movement of 

Jesus’ followers. So if his body was still buried when the 

disciples claimed he rose, why didn’t Rome or the Jews just 

dig him up and show everyone? End of discussion. The 

empty grave story couldn’t have been maintained for a day, 

or even an hour, much less start a world-changing religion – 

if it’s emptiness wasn’t a fact.  But nobody refuted the claim.  

Not Roman. Not the Jews.  
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✦Also, the records show that Jesus appeared after 

resurrection to over 500 people at different times and 

places.  If he was still in the grave, what explains that?  

✦B. Did Jesus resurrect or did his followers hallucinate?  

Did all 500 of the people who claim to have seen Jesus alive 

after death just have hallucinations?  Lets think about this 

scientifically.  Hallucinations are never the same for more 

than one person; they are individual mental projections.  

When Jesus appeared to the twelve disciples they were all 

together, so then supposedly having the same hallucination. 

Doesn’t happen.  And Jesus’ appearances scared his 

followers whereas hallucinations normally are of something 

expected, or desired. Not to mention at least three times 

Jesus appeared they didn’t recognize him at first. That 

doesn’t fit with hallucinations.  

✦Furthermore hallucinations are projections of what is 

already in the mind.  Resurrection was not in the mind of 

Jesus followers. In Jewish theology resurrection was only to 

happen on the Last Day, in the future when God judged all 

mankind.  They had no concept of any of that happening 

now, in the middle of human history.  In addition, Greeks 

and Romans didn’t believe in a bodily afterlife at all!  Their 

worldview thought of the body as evil, and something the 

soul needed to escape. So they weren’t hoping for a 

resurrection either.  So that theory doesn’t fit the data at all. 
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✦C. Did Jesus resurrect or did his followers steal his body 

and make it up?  This theory doesn’t account for the facts 

either.  First you have the problem of stealing the body.  

Would anyone who lived under the Roman rule have thought 

twice about that?  Romans were trained killers. They 

watched human killing as a sport.  Roman guards were 

burned alive with in front of their peers for falling asleep on 

duty, losing part of their equipment, running from battle, 

etc.  Generals would kill a flag bearer for lagging behind! A 

“guard” or “custodia” such as placed at Jesus tomb, was 

made up of 4-16 soldiers. Some historians hypothesize that 

one Roman soldier could have kept the 11 remaining 

disciples at bay. 

✦If the disciples wanted to convince the world that Jesus 

was alive and they were making it up, why say that the 

women were the first ones to meet him?  In Israel women 

were not considered viable witnesses.  It doesn’t add up.  

✦All the disciples died for maintaining the resurrection of 

Jesus.  Peter, Andrew, James, Philip, Simon, Bartholomew -were all 

crucified.  Matthew and James of Zebedee died by the sword. Thomas was 

speared. James Jesus’ brother was stoned.  Thaddeus was shot with arrows.  

If it was a hoax and they knew they were lying. Its hard to 

find one person who would stick to the ruse facing death.  

Would you die just to trick others for something you knew 
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wasn’t even true? Not to mention that such lying goes 

against what Jesus taught them! 

✦D. Did Jesus resurrect or was the story invented, 

fabricated like a legend over time?  Well we really already 

answered this three weeks ago when looking at the 

reliability of the New Testament documents. The earliest 

written account of the resurrection of Jesus dates from only 

15-20 years after the event.  That means there was no time 

for legend to develop which takes centuries.  And plenty of 

people were still alive who were witnesses to all that 

happened.  Such a story would never survive unless there 

really was an empty tomb.   

✦E.  Did Jesus resurrect or did he actually revive in the 

tomb and escape?   This one is just silly.  Often called the 

“swoon theory” it hypothesizes that Jesus only seemed 

dead, but really just passed out on the cross and the 

coolness of the tomb revived him. 1) First, do you really 

think the world dominating Romans didn’t know if their 

victim was dead?  They broke the knees of one being 

crucified to hurry suffocation along on a cross. The record 

says they didn’t even have to break Jesus’ legs.  Before the 

cross Jesus was whipped.  A roman whipping left a person 

like one open soar and close to death. Add to that a Jewish 

burial which wrapped the body in 70-100lbs of spices and 

perfumes.  Then it’s sealed in a tomb without fresh air.  

�8



Why Buy the Resurrection?, Acts9:1-23 
Why? Questions for Christians #8

None of this supports the supposition that Jesus revived in 

cold, dank, sealed rock hole and then as a nearly dead, fully 

embalmed man fought his way out.  

✦Conclusion:  Why buy the Resurrection? If it’s not true, 

nothing really matters…at all.  Most folks in our area care deeply 

about justice, and kindness, and fairness, but their worldview –

that the material world was caused by accident and is destined to 

burn up or get swallowed into a black hole– gives them no 

backing for such concepts.  The other day I was speaking with a 

man who was enthusiastically explaining that people ought to be 

kind to one another, and loving, and inclusive.  I asked him this: 

“Why do you believe that kindness is a good thing?  Why is it that 

you are for it, because after all many are not?” He paused, leaned 

back into his chair and said, “I don’t really know. You got me 

there.”  Don’t you see, what does kindness matter if we are just 

accidental temporary material?  I’m also for kindness and justice 

and I’ll tell you why: because that’s the way God is; because 

Jesus has been kind to me, he has paid for my sins, he is patient 

and loving and promises me a greater-than-earthly existence.   

✦“Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 

believe in me, even though they die like everyone else, will live 

again. They are given eternal life for believing in me and will 

never perish. Do you believe this, Martha?”” John 11:25, 26, 

NLT. 
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✦If the resurrection IS true, and all the evidence points that 

direction, then… Jesus is who he claimed all along to be, God 

himself; and since death is a result of sin, and Jesus beats death, 

then he has beaten sin too;  and his way of life is the only way 

that that matters; and his love for humankind is the reason that 

kindness matters; and there will come a reckoning of all injustice, 

and violence, degradation and unkindness; and all things in line 

with his greater life will carry on- carry on.  That’s why you 

should buy the resurrection.  Everyone should want the 

resurrection to be true, even if they don’t believe the evidence!  

And still it is the best conclusion of the evidence. 

Is this the real life? 
Is this just fantasy? 
Caught in a landslide 
No escape from reality 
Open your eyes 
Look up to the skies and see
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